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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF 
THE LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


NOVEMBER, 118.,..1985 


Present: Louise Carpentier, ASTED 
Georgia Ellis, Statistics Canada 
Suzan Jackson, CARL 
Catherine Kollar, CLA 
Bawl. McCormick, National Library.; 
Jean Walther-Wittenheim, ASTED 
Barry Wood, observer, CGPC 
Ralph Smith, observer, CGPC 
Michel Pelletier, chairman, CGPC 
Madeleine Ricard, secretary, CGPC 


The chairman, Michel Pelletier, welcomed the members of the 
Advisory Committee and announced that he will be resigning from the 
Committee. Mr. Paul Samson, manager of the Commercial Operations 
Group, will be responsible for the Depository Services Program. 
From now on, any question relevant to this program should be 
addressed to Mr. Samson who will join this meeting after coffee 
break. 


is Approval oraiinutes of Meeting of December 7, 1984 


The minutes were read and approved with the following 
addition to Item E, under New Business: "A motion was put 
forward recommending that the major government reports 
include cataloguing-in-publication data". 


Old Business (From December 7, 1984) 


A =- Mr. Pelletier informed jthe group that, the Weekly 
Checklist of Canadian Government Publications is now 
promoted as a priced subscription through our 
different promotion catalogues. The Checklist was 
also promoted in the last issue of Selected Titles, 
page 56. Copies of this catalogue were distributed to 
the members. 


Catalogue cumulation 1978-79 (Status Report). 

. B. Wood reported that it has not advanced very far 
since the departure of an employee last January. They 
will proceed with the catalogue cumulation project as 
soon as the new employee arrives which should be 
shortly. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding trom 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61117092791 


Outline of Classification (Status Report) 

B. Wood reported that the Outline of Classification 
came out in December last year, soon after the last 
meeting of the Committee, and was automatically sent 
to all depositories. 


Retention Guidelines 


Mr. Pelletier mentioned that the Retention Guidelines 
have been discussed last year and asked the members of 
the Committee if they have more comments to make on 
this document. P. Nielson talked to CLA and other 
groups about these guidelines. They still have a 
reaction to it that needs to be looked back. He added 
that June Dutka made some changes to it and said that 
it is practically the same draft she submitted to be 
elaborated on. 


M. Pelletier pointed out that these are only 
guidelines and that they could be worked on for years. 


P. McCormick mentioned that some Public Service 
libraries have superseded publications and they lack 
Space. He suggested the following amendment to the 
Guidelines. The first two paragraphs could be 
combined into one and expressed in the following 
manner: 


"As a general rule, all monographs and serials 
must be maintained by the depository library as a 
permanent collection. Superseded publications or 
those issued in microform, which are found not 
needed by the depository library, should be sent 
"prepaid" to the National Library, Canadian Book 
Exchange Centre, as all depository publications 
remain the property of the Canadian Government. 

It should be noted that under the National Library 
Act, (Section 10) 1969, federal government 
departments and agencies are required to send all 
surplus library material to the National Library". 


P. Nielson mentioned that number 10 of the Guidelines 
is covered by number 2. 


G. Ellis advised that Statistics Canada serials must 
be kept ten years. Monthlies which have special 
feature arcicies, such as 11-003, I200], -71=001, 
occasional publications and monographs should all be 
kept indefinitely. 


A representative commented that selective libraries 

should not have to keep publications for ten years. 

In the U.S., the selectives must inform the regional 
library to which they report before doing away with 

publications. 
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The Canadian Library Association Committee still 
receives some responses to these guidelines. We could 
communicate with Ms. Ingrid Longhammer and she may be 
willing to send these to us. Her address is as 
follows: 


Ms. Ingrid Longhammer 
Alberta Legislative Library 
216 Legislative Building 
Edmonton, Alberta 

TSK 2B6 


Speedier Delivery of Major Reports 


M. Pelletier said that, in this respect, the 
Publishing Centre has made a survey and it was 
demonstrated that it takes three working days for the 
publications to get to destination. So, as a result, 
the former Director of CGPC suggested that there 
should be no change with the processing of these 
orders. 


P. Nielson answered that the problem was the 
announcement of the report in the media. It is only 
then that the selectives can initiate the demand for 
the publication. The lapse of time between the 
release of the report and the receipt of the report is 
sometimes four or five weeks. He added that the 
motion he made at the last meeting was about this. 


M. Pelletier feels that as far as CGPC mandate is 
concerned, it is being fulfilled. For major reports, 
our marketing team calls major bookstore agents in 
advance, take orders and pre-ship the reports before 
their official release. This is a major task and to 
go through the same motions for all selective 
libraries would be ludicrous. 


S. Jackson mentioned that the MacDonald Report was 
very well announced beforehand. The selective 
libraries were very pleased with the Special List. 


Program Evaluation 


M. Pelletier informed the Committee that a 
questionnaire is being considered to nermit CGPC to 
evaluate the program. 


The Unesco and U.S. Government questionnaires were 
mentioned as examples, but it would take major changes 
to redesign this for the canadian program. P. Nielson 
inguired if it would be possible that a copy of the 
questionnaire be submitted to the members of this 
Committee before it is sent out. 
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M. Pelletier said that an initial document could be 
prepared and when all the members have seen it and 
Supply their comments, it would be printed and 
distributed to the depositories. 


3% New Business 


A 


G. Ellis submitted a publications dissemination 
policy, adding that, this, policy.is.in accordance with 
Statistics Canada which is in quite a serious 
financial restraint at the moment, partly since the 
last census. This is part of the reason for the 
increased prices. They are loosing employees and the 
next census will be taken by students as part of a 
government program. 


"Statistics Canada's Dissemination Policy is based 
on the, principle,that;all of the. .direct »casts of 
making information available to specific users 
should be borne by those users. Information will, 
however, continue to be available through a 
variety of public sources for other users. 


While Statistics Canada is stressing cost-recovery 
as an important operating principle, data will 
continue to be accessible to Canadians through a 
variety of public sources. 


Statistics Canada will continue to serve those 
Canadians who are unable to make use of these 
sources or who require either their own copy of a 
publication or direct access to data. Statistics 
Canada now expects these users to pay the full 
cost of having that publication or data made 
specificalty avatlable. This principle 1s also 
extended to CANSIM. 


For the majority of Canadians, however, the public 
sources will be satisfactory. Copies of 
publications will be available from approximately 
250 depository libraries across the country, from 
provincial and territorial focal points, from the 
Statistics Canada library during business hours as 
well as from our network of regional offices which 
will also continue to provide information over the 
telephone through the User Advisory Services. 
Users who want to pick up the Daily Statistics 
Canada's official release vehicle, may do so free 
of charge both in the regions and Ottawa. In 
addition, copies of all the major releases will 
continue to be provided to members of the media to 
ensure that Statistics Canada data is promptly 
available to the public". 
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P. Nielson commented on the magnitude of the 
increase in the selling price of these 
pupiicatirons. Gt °ETi rs asked him'to bring this’ up 
at the meeting scheduled for the afternoon. She 
said that the people there will be able to answer 
some of these concerns. 


Statistics Canada Non-Catalogued Publications 


G. Ellis reported that the non-catalogued publications 
will disappear, they will now be catalogued, no more 
"X numbers". They will be converted into the 
numbering system. The research papers will still be 
available and a new edition of the "List of 
Supplementary Documents" (11-207) will come out in 
April 1986. 


At this point, Michel Pelletier introduced Mr. Paul 
Samson who is now responsible for the Depository 
Services Program and the new chairman of the Library 
Advisory Committee. 


Birecue OF Budget Cultbacks 


Paul Samson reported that in the first 7 months of 
this fiscal year, we have depleted the Depository 
Services Program budget for the entire year. Since 
this is a very worthwhile program, a submission was 
prepared requesting supplementary fund for the 
Depository Program. To date, we have not received any 
indication whether this submission has been approved 
Or not. Paul Samson feels confident that there will 
not be any cutbacks on the Program. 


Electronic Publish ina 


P. McCormick inquired if the Publishing Centre will go 
for electronic pub¥ishing. 


P. Samson advised that this technology and its impact 
on the Publishing Centre is under consideration. 
Factors, “such *as costs; types Of PUD cations, cCOlOL, 
etc., need further study before any final decision or 
commitment is made. There is no doubt that this 
method will eventually be used. 


Increase in Price of the Canada Gazette 


Tt was mentioned that when the Canada Gazette doubled 
in price, a letter went out not saying anything about 
the depositories, whether they would be affected or 
not. In response, P. Samson advised that every time 
there will be a cutback, the depositories will be 
informed if it will affect them. 
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Packages of Loose-Leafs Amendments 


A request was put forward that catalogue numbers or 
ISSN's be listed on packages of amendments or a title 
page be included so that they are easier to identify. 
P. Samson asked that a list of these manuals be sent 
to him and he will have it corrected. 


Catalogue Cumulation 


In response to an inquiry about electronically 
available information on government publications as in 
Telidon or a list of publications available online for 
the larger libraries, P. Samson advised that CGPC is 
trying to see if it is possible. They are working in 
that *drrectton s 


C. Kollar mentioned that government publications have 
been on tape since 1963. Eventually, there is going 
to be a need for a cumulative index for these 
publications. 


B. Wood said that it is technically feasible if they 
are given the people to do it. It was agreed that 
this aspect will be investigated and reported on 
later. 


separate "Reports Part’0b "Proceeding of the "standing 


Senate Committees 


It was mentioned that reports which are part of the 
Proceedings of the Standing Senate Committees will not 
be picked up or get catalogued. A request that they 
be highlighted, have a title page or a cover was put 
forward. It was agreed that this matter be brought to 
the attention of the Senate. A letter will be sent 
stating that the Library Advisory Committee strongly 
Supports this suggestion. 


S. Jackson inquired about the House of Commons 
committee reports which are listed as single dot items 
in the Checklist and have to be ordered separately. 
She wonders why it is done this way, when they are on 
the mailing list. 


B. Wood said that the reason given for this method was 
to avoid sending duplicate copies while giving the 
depositories who were not on the mailing list an 
opportunity to select the reports of the House of 
Commons committees. 
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Delivery of Major Government Reports 


Representatives again raised the question of speedier 
delivery of major government reports. It was stated 
that these reports by task forces, royal commissions 
and parliamentary committees are of great public 
importance and correspondingly receive major media 
attention. There are a limited number in any given 
year (no more than 1090 need be so designated). 


Ministerial and parliamentary mailing lists ensure 
that the media and important concerned citizens 
receive copies of these reports the same day or week 
that the report is released. The Canadian Government 
Publishing Centre also ensures that authorized 
bookstore agents have copies for sale on the date of 
official release. 


The depository libraries were created to fulfill the 
needs of ordinary citizens and researchers for such 
reports, and if it fails to deliver these reports in a 
timely manner, the effectiveness and efficiency of the 
depository program suffers greatly. 


P. Samson said that he understands the problem but the 
line must be drawn somewhere. It is a question of 
confidentiality. P. Nielson added that he would like 
to make a specific proposal, in writing, to the 
Committee and get a specific reply on this. Jean 
Walther added that his Association (ASTED) could also 
make representations about this. They have been 
wanting to do this for the last two years. A vote was 
taken on this aspect of the question and all 
representatives voted in favor: 


"Be it resolved that the Full Depository Libraries 
receive advance copies, in the same manner as 
authorized bookstore agents, in a special mailing. 


And that the Selective depository libraries 
receive advance notification in the Weekly 
Checklist of Canadian Government publications, so 
that they too could place an advance order and 
take part in a special mailing along with the full 
depositories". 


It was agreed that this item would be further 
investigated. 
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G. Ellis reminded the members of the Committee 
about the afternoon meeting at Statistics Canada. 


P. Samson gave early June, 1986 before the 
Canadian Library Association Joint Conference in 
Quebec City, as a tentative date for the next 
meeting of the Library Advisory Committee. 


The meeting ajourned at 12:45 p.m. 


Michel Pelletier 
Chairman 
Library Advisory Committee 
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